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A Message from the Chairwoman
During the 2017 fiscal year, Child Connect for Family Success accomplished much due to the
hard work, dedication and innovative thinking of our small but mighty staff. We continue to
focus on what we do best; supporting the needs of the children, families and providers in both
Livingston and Genesee Counties.
The Board of Directors champions Child Connect for Family Success’ mission to provide the best
services for families and child care providers in our county and beyond through active
involvement not only in this agency, but in participation in other community agencies such as
Livingston Promise and the Livingston Great Start Collaborative. As a Board, we are dedicated
to ensuring that the voice of young children is represented throughout our county.
During the 2017 fiscal year, Child Connect for Family Success provided resource, referral and
training services. The agency was pleased to be able to positively impact the lives of many
children and their child care providers through the continuation of the CDA Training Program.
This highly successful program was also expanded to include a Summer Accelerated Session in
Genesee County. In addition to the CDA Training Program, Child Connect for Family Success
provided numerous hours of high quality, low cost training and support services to many
providers. The wide range of topics covered ensures that the health, safety and well-being of
our community’s youngest members remains in the forefront of the minds of the providers and
other decision makers.
Child Connect for Family Success played an integral role in many community events in both
Genesee and Livingston counties to raise awareness of the vital, long-term impact that quality
early childhood experiences has on the community. Some of these events included the 26 th
Annual Community Sharing for Healthy Caring Conference, Reading Day at the Fowlerville Fair,
2017 Community Connect, and Montessori Mini-Conference.
On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff members of Child Connect for Family Success, I
would like to take a moment to thank our partners including the Kellogg Family Foundation,
University of Michigan – Flint ECDC, Community Foundation for Greater Flint, Michigan
Department of Human Services, Michigan Child Care Licensing Division, Great Start Livingston,
Livingston United Way and our business and human service collaborative partners. Our
gratitude is also extended to our public and private supporters that allow us to continue to work
diligently towards creating a system of quality early childhood opportunities for the children and
their families.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Lapa, Chairwoman
Child Connect for Family Success Board of Directors

Mission Statement
Child Connect links families and child care providers with needed services and empowering
resources designed to maximize the early childhood experience.





Sensitive support
Reliable early childhood resources
Researched-based education and training
FREE Lending Library

Child Connect for Family Success!

Meeting Standards of Quality
Meeting standards of quality service is an important aspect of business for Child Connect for
Family Success. The agency takes pride in continuing to meet the criteria of business standards
set forth by local, state and national human service membership agencies and the Michigan
Early Childhood Standards of Quality. We continue as a member of the Howell Chamber of
Commerce and the following agencies and associations:

Great Start Livingston Collaborative
During the fiscal year 2016-17 our agency received $16,000.00 of grant funding through the
Michigan Office of Great Start, Michigan Department of Education 32P Block Grant. These
funds were for the specific purpose of providing services through our Ready, Set, Learn!
Kindergarten Readiness Program.

The Livingston County United Way
For twenty-three (23) years Child Connect for Family Success has held agency status with
United Way. As a proud partner agency of the Livingston County United Way family, we submit
agency and program financial reports for review on a quarterly and annual basis. United Way
monitors the standard of service of all its funded agencies. In fiscal year 2016-17, Child
Connect received an allocation of $19,000.00 from the Livingston County United Way. This
funding paid for 19 CDA Scholarship Students who successfully completed the CDA Program.

Livingston Promise
During the fiscal year 2016-17, Child Connect for Family Success remained a voting
member of Livingston Promise with Joyce Powers (Vice-President of Child Connect
board) serving as an active member of the Livingston Promise Board of Directors.

Livingston Promise is a non-profit agency working to provide tuition scholarships for
three-year-old Head Start eligible children in Livingston County.

Early Childhood Professional Development
Child Connect for Family Success Professional Development Training
To assist child care providers by having options to meet their annual training hours, mandated
by Michigan’s Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA), Child Connect developed
affordable professional development opportunities aligned with the Michigan Core Knowledge
and Core Competencies, including: classroom experiences, distance learning, online learning
on-site training, and safety compliancy trainings and Pediatric First Aid and CPR.
The following is a breakdown of attendance for professional development classes:
Distance Learning Classes:

518

For Fee Training:

269

Montessori Mini-Conference:

85

First Aid/CPR:

400

Social/Emotional Training:

154

2017 Regional Conference:

1000

CDA Students TOTAL: 91

From October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2017, Child Connect for
Family Success delivered training to over 2,517 child care providers.

Community Sharing for Healthy Caring Regional Early Childhood
Conference View 2016 Video
During fiscal year 2016-2017, we presented a regional early childhood conference,
Community Sharing for Healthy Caring, sponsored by the Kellogg Family Foundation,
which was held at the Howell High School Campus in Howell, Michigan on November
12, 2016. The 26th Annual Conference was planned as a community effort to recruit
new providers, train early childhood/care professionals, parents, and medical, law
enforcement, and human service personnel. The primary sponsor of the conference
was the Kellogg Family Foundation with an allocation of $29,000.00. The
conference provided 90 workshops during three sessions. Keynote speakers were
Jacqueline Wood and Beverly Meyer. This conference was approved for six (6) State
Board Continuing Education Clock Hours through The State Board of Education. Over

1000 people, from 34 counties participated in the 2016 conference. The successful
collaboration of the aforementioned agencies and employers continually supported the
enhancement of quality in early childhood and care programs in Michigan.

Child Development Associate Certification (CDA) Scholarship
Program Livingston County View 2017 Video
Through the generous funding of Livingston County United Way and the Kellogg
Family Foundation, Child Connect continued the 12-month CDA education program
for Center-based Preschool, Center-based Infant Toddler, and Family/Group child care
settings. To meet the goals as outlined by the National CDA Council, our supportive
program guided participants step-by-step through the educational, experiential,
application, and testing process. The scholarship program had 28 students enrolled (19
funded by Livingston United Way and 9 funded by the Kellogg Family Foundation). All
28 students successfully completed the educational program under the leadership of
Jo Ann Cook, CFLE.

Child Development Associate Certification (CDA) Scholarship
Program Genessee County View 2017 Video
University of Michigan Flint – ECDC
Child Connect for Family Success partnered with the University of Michigan Flint
– ECDC for the 2016-17 CDA Program in Flint. In fiscal year 2016-17, Child
Connect received an allocation of $28,000.00 to provide 126 hours of interactive
professional development for twenty (20) students to complete their required
education for to be able to apply for their CDA in Genesee County. The CDA
Scholarship Program began in August and ended in June 2017 with all
educational goals completed.
Child Connect for Family Success partnered with University of Michigan Flint
(Cummings location) and the GISD in June of 2017 for an accelerated summer
CDA Scholarship program to provide 126 hours of professional development for
ten (10) center-based infant-toddler students to complete the education needed
to apply for their CDA Credential.
The Genesee CDA Program instructor was Jo Anne Hatto, MA. The fall program
was held at Child Care Network and the summer program was held at U of M Cummings in Flint.

Community Foundation for Greater Flint
Child Connect for Family Success partnered with the Community Foundation of
Greater Flint to provide 126 hours of professional development to an additional
twenty-six (26) students during our fall Child Development Associate (CDA)
scholarship program. Child Connect received a total allocation of $26,000.00 to
facilitate the education for 26 students. Sixteen (16) students were from centerbased infant/toddler programs and ten (10) students were from center-based
preschool programs. The educational goals were met and the program was
completed June 1, 2017.

Montessori Mini-Conference
Our second Montessori Mini-Conference was held on March 19, 2017 from 8:30—
4:15pm at the Maple Tree Montessori Academy in Brighton, Michigan. Program
Director, Sue Cherry, along with Joy Pomerville and Julie Harrison shared the
neuroscience behind the effective Montessori methods that produce desired preschool
outcomes. Eighty-five (85) participants enjoyed two interactive break-out sessions plus
networking, breakfast, lunch and a tour of the academy! It was an effective
professional development experience with passionate educators.

WE SUPPORT WORKING PARENTS!
Child Care Referrals
The search for quality child care is a reality for working families in Genesee and Livingston
County. We know that the early years are critical for the healthy development of a child. It is
important that families have access to information to make the right decision for their children.
During 2016 - 2017 the Michigan Early Childhood Investment Corporation continued providing
Internet database referral services for the State of Michigan (greatstarttoquality.org). The child
care referral database resources offered by The Early Childhood Investment Corporation makes
searches much easier for people having Internet access. Our agency continues to refer
interested parties to the Great Start website as a collaborative partner in the community.

Early Childhood On-Site Resource Library
The expansion of our early childhood resource library continued during 2016-17 due to
the generous funding of the Kellogg Family Foundation (allocation of $5,000.00).
The Child Connect resource library is open to the public and remained free of charge. In
our continued efforts to enhance quality of care for our children we obtained new
resources for our library including open-ended materials, back-packs and learning kits.
Child care providers, parents or parent representatives, Howell High School Students,
Brighton Library and Excel most often use our library. Others utilizing the lending library
have been employers, home visiting program, college students, DHS unlicensed
providers, nannies, early childhood teachers and human resource providers. We also
provided laminating services in the library. The Kellogg Family Foundation also
maintained our capacity for First Aid and CPR by providing needed supplies including
manikins, disposable lungs, face shields, and face masks needed for every class.

Community Coordination and Outreach
Livingston County Great Start Collaborative
Child Connect continued to participate in the Great Start Livingston Collaborative. Great
Start Livingston is comprised of community leaders including representatives from the
media, businesses, the clergy, Chamber of Commerce, government agencies, advocates,
educators, libraries, health care, community organizations, child care providers, parents
and elected officials. The task of the collaborative is to identify and align community
resources, and create partnerships that maximize the development of all children birth
to age five, thus ensuring their readiness to succeed in school and life. Child Connect is
a member of the Livingston County Great Start Collaborative Steering committee, Early
Education and Community Partners sub-committees, the Literacy Collaborative and a
member of Livingston Promise. The Executive Director, staff and selected Board
members attend the monthly meetings.

United Way Day of Caring:

During fiscal year 2016-2017 Child Connect participated in facilitation of the Livingston
County United Way “Day of Caring”. This event is developed annually by United Way
to offer community residents and non-profit organizations needing assistance with
various tasks, a day of volunteer assistance to complete those tasks. Individuals and
businesses from Livingston County volunteer time and employee support for “Day of
Caring”. Child Connect was a very grateful recipient of volunteer help, as many
volunteers filled 1100 packets for our Community Sharing for Healthy Caring; Regional
Early Childhood Conference.

Livingston County Community Connect:

The unique needs of children are always a topic of any presentation or information
meeting that our staff conducts regarding Child Connect services or recruitment needs
and opportunities. Another area of special needs care is for homeless children. Child
Connect participated in the annual Community Connect event for homeless families held
in February 2017. Child Connect staff, former CDA Students and current CDA Students
developed and facilitated on-site child friendly activities to occupy children whose
parents were participating in the Community Connect event. In partnership with
volunteer child care professionals we served over 100 children so parents could spend
the day obtaining resources to further their independence from welfare assistance.

Ready, Set, Learn! Kindergarten Readiness Program:
If a young child is in child care, and the child is an infant to five years of age presenting
challenging behaviors or a child is experiencing possible developmental delay or exhibits
behaviors consistent with other special needs, free services are available! Thanks to
generous funding from The Great Start Livingston Collaborative, our agency is able to
provide the Ready, Set, Learn! Kindergarten Readiness program.






Total Number of families served = 18
Number of families served with income below 200 percent of federal poverty
guidelines = 4
Total number of children served = 18
Number of children served in families with income below 200 percent of federal
poverty guidelines = 4
Number of Early Childhood workforce: 154

In order to serve the above referenced children, we conducted (1) initial consultation
with programs and families, (2) Multiple child/classroom observations (2-4 each child)
with administration of Teaching Pyramid Observation Tool (TPOT) (3) Ongoing phone
discussions with families and program, and (3) Final meeting with program and family.
We gave helpful interactive guidance and resources to teachers/program
directors/families in 8 licensed centers and 1 licensed group home and 1 registered
family day care home.
In addition, we provided the free social and emotional support and training classes with
a total attendance of 154 for the year (one class per month). During the course of each
class, we introduced our FREE Resource Lending Library and many participants continue
to utilize it on a regular basis.

Advocacy for Children and Families
Child Connect continues to provide advocacy on behalf of children and families.
Organizations we partner with to provide advocacy are: The Livingston County Human
Services Collaborative Body, Livingston Great Start Collaborative, Livingston Promise,
The Michigan and National Association for the Education of Young Children, National
Council on Family Relations (NCFR) and the Howell Chamber of Commerce.
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Board of Directors and Their Representation
CHILD CARE:
Jennifer Lapa
EMPLOYER:
Janet Joseph
COMMUNITY:
Joyce Powers
Marian Krippes

Staff Members:
Peggy Hall, Executive Director
Lisa Jurczak, Administrative Assistant and Library Coordinator
Jo Ann Cook, Workforce Development Trainer
JoAnne Hatto, Workforce Development Trainer
Becky Price, Finance Manager
Lesley Johnson, First Aid and CPR Instructor

Child Connect for Family Success
2710 East Grand River, Suite 6- Howell, MI 48843
Phone: (517) 548-91112 or 1-800-260-0202
Fax: (517) 548-0412
Website: www.childconnectmi.org

Child Connect is dedicated to building a quality early childhood care
and education system for the children and families in Michigan.
Child Connect for Family Success is Your Community Connection for
Early Childhood Educational Resources
It’s All About Quality!

