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Visit our Resource and Lending
Library Monday through Friday
from 8:00 am—4:00 pm. You
will discover FREE useful
resources for teaching, parenting and activities for quality
time with your families!

Child Connect for Family Success
Serving Genesee and Livingston
Counties on behalf of the
Great Start to Quality
Southeast Resource Center

2710 East Grand River
Suite 6
Howell, MI 48843
517-548-9112 (Howell)
FLINT LOCATION
412 S. Saginaw St.
Suite 302
Flint, MI 48502
810-407-7285 (Flint)
800-260-0202

O c t o b e r

Resources For Families and
Providers in Genesee and
Livingston Counties
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Celebrating 25 Years …
Annual CSHC Conference
Twenty-six years ago as Executive Director of Livingston 4C (now Child Connect for
Family Success), I had a vision of developing a regional early childhood conference that
would be held in Livingston County to enhance the caregiving skills of early childhood personnel, parents and medical personnel. As I started sharing my vision with community
partners, I discovered that others shared the same vision. We formed a group of 10 community members who were interested in the welfare of young children and met to discuss
the development of a conference that would address the health, safety, medical, developmental, behavioral and child care needs of young children.
I became the founding Chairperson of the conference and have remained so to this
date. Startup funds for our first conference came from March of Dimes and Citizens
Insurance. One of our goals has always been to keep down the cost of the conference so
early childhood professionals and parents can afford to attend. Our 1st annual conference
was a success with keynote speaker Mary H. Westhoff, M.D., Pediatrics. We offered 55
workshops that day, and 350 people attended the conference.
Since our first conference, attendance has multiplied. This year we are offering 90
interactive workshops and two amazing keynote speakers to celebrate 25 years. We are
proud to celebrate providing professional development to over 24,000 early childhood
personnel, parents, medical staff and community members from 53 Michigan counties,
and four states (Ohio, Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin) and Canada. Our continued vision
for the Regional Early Childhood Conference is to provide quality professional development, meaningful resources and important networking opportunities for early childhood
educators, families and all those who are interested in the welfare of young children. We
strive to offer expert speakers who are current with early childhood trends.
We are proud of all the early childhood personnel, parents and community members
who continue to attend our conference to build their caregiving skills. I am very fortunate
to have the opportunity to continue working with our conference sponsors, partners, and
planners, who are invested in improving the quality of life for children and families. I hope
to see you at our 25th Anniversary conference, so together we can celebrate improving
the life’s of children and families ! There is still time to register at childconnectmi.org
-Linda Herbert, Executive Director

It’s all about Quality.

www.childconnectmi.org
Stop by and say “Hi!”

www.GreatStartToQuality.org
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Parents: Autumn Tips to Help Keep
Your Kids Safe and Healthy
Autumn often requires us to make changes in our lifestyle or routine due to weather, school
activities, and upcoming holidays. Create habits to help you and your children stay healthy and

The Parent Connection

safe throughout your lives.

Be active outdoors and indoors

Make fall yard work fun. Have kids come up with differ-

ent ways to pick up leaves or pine cones (such as squatting, bending, leaning, stretching, or
balancing on one foot). Sing, dance, and explore. Provide kids with rakes and other tools that
are kid-sized for comfort and safety. For indoor fun, play board games and computer games
that encourage physical activity. Have a song-and-dance talent show. Draw, color, and explore
with health in mind. Remember that children and adolescents should be active for at least 1
hour a day, and adults for at least 2½ hours a week. Apply sunscreen and insect repellent to
protect you and your family from the sun, mosquitoes, and ticks, when appropriate.
Autumn Games and Health Tips for Kids and Parents
Autumn Health and Safety Tips
Physical Activity for Everyone

[continued on Page 3]

Parent Resources … Open the links to Enjoy!
Amazing Me - It's Busy Being 3!
Do you know any children who are 3 or soon to be? Order Amazing Me-It's
Busy Being 3! for FREE! In this children's book, Joey, an amazing 3-year-old
kangaroo, is very excited about all that he can do now that he is 3. Joey
doesn't know it, but these amazing things are called developmental milestones, and they're a very important part of each child's growth. This book
also shows parents what to look for as their child grows and develops.

New Parent Resource Website from
the Great Start Collaborative of
Livingston County!
“Right Click” on the pictures below to explore
resources, learn more, or suggest a listing.

Explore Resources

Learn More

Suggest a Listing
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Parents: Autumn Tips to Help
Keep Your Kids Safe and Healthy
(continued from page 2)

Explore healthy foods.

Lead the family in a taste test of different varieties of one kind of food. Have eve-

ryone choose their favorite. For example, an apple could be prepared as apple snack wedges, applesauce, apple
cider, and baked apples. You could also present similar types of vegetables, such as spinach, kale, and mustard
greens. Talk about differences in their taste. Share your fall favorites, or be adventurous and try new things.
For a real adventure, let your children be the chefs of your family’s kitchen. Let them discover how delicious
healthy foods can be. Try kid-friendly fruit and vegetable recipes!
Healthy Recipes for Kids
Fruit and Veggie Recipes
Fruits & Veggies--More Matters

Ensure toy safety. Check to see if any of your family’s toys, as well as jewelry, clothing, appliances, furniture, and other products, have been recalled due to lead paint or other potential hazards. As you begin thinking
about toys and gifts for upcoming events and holidays, make sure they are age-appropriate. For fall and winter
events and holidays, take steps to keep kids safe and away from potential dangers.
Halloween Health and Safety Tips
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention
Playground Injuries

Get involved in school and community.

Schools play an important role in promoting the health and

safety of young people and helping them establish lifelong healthy behaviors. Parents, students, educators, and
community members can all take action to keep children healthy and safe--in and away from school. Make sure
your child knows what to do in an emergency. Away from school, children may face an increased risk for
pedestrian and motor vehicle injuries. You can help by learning more about these risks and steps you can take.
Adolescent and School Health
Child Passenger Safety
Safe Youth, Safe Schools
Be a Hero! (website for kids)
Pedestrian Safety Fact Sheet
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PLEASE READ!!

Important First Aid & CPR Information

PLEASE READ!!

According to the Child Care Organizations Act (1973 P 116) caregivers are required to renew/
update their CPR training every 12 months and that First Aid training be renewed/updated every
36 months (DHS, TA Manual, pg. 84).
It is required by the American Heart First Aid and CPR Instructors that those who are renewing
their First Aid/CPR credential:


Bring their expired card to training



Repeat the FULL First Aid and CPR course if card has been expired for more than 40 days



Pre-pay your class to reserve a space, as spaces are at a premium



Remember there are NO refunds for those who do not show up for class without a 24 hour cancellation notice. To cancel a class call: 517-548-9112—24 hours in advance.

LET’S CONNECT!
Child Connect for Family Success is Online:
Our website: www.childconnectmi.org
Like us on FACEBOOK
Follow us on Twitter

First Aid and CPR Classes!
For Parents, Early Childhood Personnel and the Public!
CPR and First Aid (Full) in Livingston County
October 10—9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
CPR and First Aid Renewal in Livingston County
October 6 -6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m.
CPR Renewal ONLY in Livingston County
October 10 —9:00 a.m.—10:00 a.m.
CPR and First Aid Renewal in Genesee County

Call 517-548-9112 to REGISTER

October 13– 6:00 pm—9:00 pm

PLEASE BRING YOUR OLD CPR CARD WITH YOU TO CLASS
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ATTENTION PARENTS & PROVIDERS!!
We are excited to announce to you that a
new High-Quality CPR game is now available to
the public at www.heart.org/cprquality.
To access the game, go to the link

The Provider Connection

www.heart.org/cprquality
then just click on the box (shown left) in the
middle of the High-Quality CPRweb page.
Practice your skills!
[PLEASE NOTE: This does not take the place of CPR training—it is for practice only}

Professional Development Opportunities In Livingston County!
October 3, 2015: CSHC Annual Regional Early Childhood Conference to be
held at Howell High School from 7:30 am—5:00 pm. Six hours of amazing sessions—including recording artists Greg & Steve, Dr. Allen Mallory and over 90
interactive workshops! Go to www.childconnectmi.org to REGISTER today!
October 7, 2015: Social Emotional Support Group with Jennifer Rountree from
6:30—8:00 pm Call 517-548-9112 to register.
October 19, 2015: Directors’ Training from 1:00 pm—3:00 pm with Jennifer
Rountree, Holly Carter and Jennifer Lietz. Call 517-548-9112 to Register.

BE SURE TO VISIT OUR DISTANCE LEARNING TABLE AT THE CSHC
CONFERENCE TO SEE WHAT IS NEW!!
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Looking for some Spook-tacular Fun in Livingston and Genesee Counties?
Consider the following family activities [“click” on the links for details]
Every Day in October
Fun on the Farm Pumpkin Patch (Kensington), Free but park pass needed
Monday-Friday, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, Saturday & Sunday, 12:00 – 4:00 PM
October 3, 2015, 10:00 AM
Pumpkin Party (Howell Nature Center) $7
October 16, 2015 - 6:00-8:00 PM
Spooktacular (Downtown Pinckney), Free
October 16, 2015 – 7:00 PM
After Dark on the Farm (Kensington), $5
October 21, 2015 - 6:00 - 8:00 PM
Teen Pumpkin Carving Contest (Brighton District Library), Free
October 23 & 24, 2015 – TBA
Trick or Treat Along the Trail (Kensington), $5
October 24, 2015, 4:30 - 6:30 PM
Halloween Paint & Pizza (KIVA in Brighton), $35
October 24, 2015, 6:00 PM
Legend of Sleepy Howell (Howell), Free
October 24, 2015, 7:00 PM
Headless Horseman 5K/10K Monster Mile
October 24, 2015 – 11:00 AM
Children’s Storytime “Click Clack Boo” Barnes & Noble, Free
October 24, 2015 – 7:00 PM
Children’s Scary Storytime (Howell Opera House), Ticket prices to be announced
October 29, 2015 – 10:00 AM
Fun on the Farm – Halloween Party (Kensington), $5

October 31, 7:00 PM
Glow Tour – Howell Nature Center, $35
October 31, 5:30 PM
Tridge or Treat (Downtown Brighton), Free
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Looking for some Spook-tacular Fun in Livingston and Genesee Counties?
The Country Corn Maze on Vernon Road in Corunna – www.cornmazefun.net/index.html
The Country Corn Maze has 7.8 miles of paths cut into a 25 acre field with a Beginner Maze, Pilgrim Maze,
Farmers Feed the World Maze and the IQ Hub Maze.
Spicer Orchards and Cider Mill, on Clyde Road in Fenton— http://www.spicerorchards.com/
Three mazes, from easy to hard, that visitors can navigate through with free cider and doughnuts at the end.
These mazes are open daily from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Trim Pines Farms, 4357 E. Baldwin Road, near Grand Blanc (Oct. 17 through Halloween) will host several
family-friendly adventures at its Pumpkin Patch. There are hayrides and a fresh veggie farm stand with locally grown pumpkins, gourds and corn stalks. Details: Go to www.trimpines.com or call 810.694.9958.
Crossroads Village & Huckleberry Railroad - http://geneseecountyparks.org/pages/Halloween
6140 Bray Road, Flint, MI 48505 enjoy several days of silly Halloween fun when the Village is filled with
friendly witches, happy ghosts and some of your favorite spooky friends. Find your way through an amusing straw maze and an enchanted forest where trees have eyes. Watch an old-fashioned magic show and
take a 40-minute ride on the famous Huckleberry Ghost Train Express! There are trick-or-treat stations
throughout the Village with plenty of doughnuts and candy for everyone!
For Mar Nature Preserve and Arboretum—http://www.geneseecountyparks.org/event/3440
2142 Genesee Rd., Burton, MI 48509—Celebrate the fall season with FREE Fall Harvest Festival. This year’s
Harvest Festival is sure to be extra SUPER because all of our Nature Superheroes will be in attendance! Event includes hayrides, contests, crafts, cider making, LIVE birds of prey and much more!

Click HERE
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Resounding Resources
2015
Child Connect Platinum
Members:
Julie Aramian, Director
First Presbyterian Children’s Center
Kristin Zarycki, Director
IXL Learning Center, South Lyon
Melissa Sell, Director
IXL Learning Center, Howell
Jennifer Lapa, Director
Little Howeller’s
Courtney Buchanan, Director
IXL Learning Center, Hamburg
Jodie Hutcheson, Director
Creative Kids Learning Center

NEW LEARN-ABOUT BINS!!! Check out our 18 new Learn-about
bins at the Child Connect Resource Library in Howell! We believe
in following the interests of the children and promoting interactive literary experiences. We have so many topics to choose from.
Our resource library is open from 8:00 am—4:00 pm and evenings
by appointment. Call 517-548-9112 for more information.

NEW!! Child Connect launched
the 2015-16 CDA Program in
Genesee County on September
17 in Flint with over 25 CDA
Candidates.

Sue Cherry, Director
Maple Tree Montessori
Jo Anne Hatto, Board Member

It’s All About Quality.

Thank you to Down on the
Farm summer campers and
their teacher, Shannon Bishop,
for your donation to Child
Connect. Shannon teaches
the children the importance of
their community! Your gift is
so appreciated!

Thank
you!

C h i l d

C o n n e c t

f o r

F am il y

S u cc e s s
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