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Visit our Resource and  
Lending Library  Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 am-
4:00 pm.  You will discover 
FREE useful resources for  
teaching, parenting and activities 
for Quality time with your  
family! 
 
 
Please note:  All Articles are 
used with Permission and/or as 
public domain files. 

It’s all about Quality. 

 

March is Parenting Awareness Month! 

Guess what, it’s Parent Awareness Month! We all know that      
children don’t come with instructions; something we have heard many 
times. Parenting is hard work! No matter what your profession is,    
being a parent is your most important & rewarding job. So how do we 
get really good at parenting?  One way is to keep learning and utilize 
the resources your community has to offer.  Consider attending a  
parent workshop to learn important communication strategies to use 
with your children.  Look for family activities in your community that 
promote hand-on learning.  Go online and discover expert articles  
offer parenting tips, life-changing insight and easy ways to become a 
better parent. No matter the age of your child, there is no better time 
than now to learn about the most effective parenting styles and apply 
them to your own life. Being a parent is not easy, but with helpful hints 
and practical advice from parenting experts you can become a more 
confident parent and raise children who are happy, healthy and      
independent. Check out these helpful resources: 
 

Livingston Parent Resources 
Nurturing Parenting 
Zero to Three Parenting 
Parenting Counts 
PBS Parents 
Center for Parenting Education 
Focus on the Family 
Positive Parenting 
Parenting Essentials (CDC) 
For Families (NAEYC) 
 
 

https://kelloggfamilyfoundation.com/
http://livingstonparentresources.com/
http://www.lacasacenter.org/nurturing-parenting/
https://www.zerotothree.org/parenting
http://www.parentingcounts.org/parent-handouts/
http://www.pbs.org/parents/
https://centerforparentingeducation.org/online-parenting-workshops-2/online-workshops/
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting
https://positiveparenting.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/parents/essentials/index.html
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/for-families
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Professional Development Opportunities ... 

What do children learn when they are  
Gardening?  Come find out on March 6 from 
6:30—8:30 at Child Connect in Howell.  
ONLY $10.00 per person.   

FREE Social & Emotional Support & 
Training with Holly Carter at Child      
Connect in Howell on March 20, 2018.  
Part One of Sensory Processing Disorder. 
 
 
FREE Training with Gloria Sherman:   
- What Children Need From Adults to 
Thrive in an Ever Changing World on 
March 13, 2018 from 6:30 –8:30 pm a 
Child Connect in Howell.   
 

 
 
Program Directors!  This one is for 
YOU!  Director’s Training and Support on 
March 19, 2018, from 1:00—3:00 pm.   
Let’s Talk:  Parent and Provider Communi-
cation!   Courtney Aldrich, MSU-E will be 
the featured presenter.  Light refreshments 
are provided. FREE thanks to Ready, Set, 
Learn collaboration with Great Start 
Livingston!   
 
 

Register for all classes online at: 
childconnectmi.org or by calling  

517-548-9112 

View the 2018 UPDATED  
Professional Development Calendar 

HERE! 

childconnectmi.org
http://www.childconnectmi.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2018-PD-calendar-2.pdf
http://www.childconnectmi.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2018-PD-calendar-2.pdf
http://www.childconnectmi.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2018-PD-calendar-2.pdf
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   Resounding Resources 

Follow the Child Connect GPS (Guided Professional Services) on your 
journey to quality! 

 
Child Connect’s GPS leads early childhood professional  
development in Livingston County to the next level 

by providing guided professional services including:   
 
1) Intentional planning and            
     customizing professional  
     development for your program; 

2) Customized training modules and regularly  
     scheduled training modules; 
3) On-site classroom evaluations (using the Teaching Pyramid Observation Tool 

(TPOT™ developed by the Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early 
Learning (CSEFEL) to help you identify areas for improvement; 

4) Classroom Program Quality Assessment (PQA) 

5) Professional consultations and coaching to model the skills taught during our  
     research-based training modules to maximize the overall impact of professional  
     development; 

3) CDA Scholarship Program; 
4) Hybrid CDA Program; 
5) Ready, Set, Learn Kindergarten Readiness Program 

6) Pediatric and General First Aid and CPR/AED Classes  
7) Other compliancy classes including Blood borne Pathogens training, Safe Sleep, 

Shaken Baby Prevention and SIDs Prevention training. 
 

Call 517-548-9112 to schedule your on-site classroom evaluation and consultation.   

 
Resource of the Month:  Check 
out the Germ Buster!  Flu season.   
 
What a great time to teach the 
children in your program the im-
portance of washing their hands 
for a safe and healthy environ-
ment!  Children can become offi-
cial Germ Busters!  Check out our 
official Germ buster viewing light 
box activity.  This fun activity is a 
great way for children and adults 
to “see” the germs on their hands.  You can borrow 
our ultra violet germ viewing light box by coming 
in to our office filling out a check-out form.  Amaze 
your children with glowing germs using the germ 
busting gel.   

Check 
out the 
Germ 
Buster 
Machine! 
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Community Connect a Great Success! 

The Eleventh Annual Community Connect event was held Saturday, February 

3rd from 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. at Parker Middle School in Marion Township.  This 

successful event, hosted by Livingston County United Way and sponsored by the 

Livingston County Homeless Continuum of Care,  is a one-day event to help    

Livingston County residents.  Those struggling to make ends meet were able to 

come and have a “one-stop shop” available to them to connect with the services 

and resources in a friendly, easy to access location. Participants were able to 

connect to community organizations who offered information and services such 

as housing assistance, health screenings, legal consultation, food services, hair-

cuts, clothing and other personal need items. Lunch and on-site children’s        

activities were also provided.  Thank you to all the Livingston CDA Students 

and volunteer mentors who provided children’s activities for this event.       

Community Connect was a great example of the community working together for 

the good of children and their families! 



   

 

 

Thanks to Great Start Livingston …  

FULL CPR/AED/First Aid Training is On SALE! 

LET’S CONNECT! 
 

Child Connect for Family Success is Online: 
 

Our website:  www.childconnectmi.org 
 

Like us on   FACEBOOK 
Follow us on Twitter  

 
 

Family Fun Day: Celebrate Reading on     
Saturday, March 10 from 11:00 AM to 12:30 
PM at Howell's Parker Middle School!   
 
A fun, free event for ages 0 to 5 and their families. Join 
us for an interactive stage show featuring the Merry  
Music Maker, who will have your little ones singing, 
dancing, and laughing. Plus, enjoy hands-on children's 
activities, an early literacy scavenger hunt, free books, 
and meet your favorite storybook characters Elephant & 
Piggie and Pete the Cat!  Sponsored by the Livingston 
Early Literacy Collaborative. 

www.childconnectmi.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Child-Connect-for-Family-Success/171157779588665?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/ChildCFS
https://twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/
http://www.childconnectmi.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Child-Connect-for-Family-Success/171157779588665?fref=ts
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TIME TO RENEW YOUR PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP 
 

Membership to Child Connect for Family Success is open to the public:  parents, educators, health and human services 
representatives, businesses, community organizations, early childhood care and education personnel and anyone who 
cares for and about children and families.  Yearly membership begins January 1—December 31. 
 
Membership fees support Child Connect services.  Child Connect is funded through private and public contracts,  
foundation grants, corporate and individual donations and membership fees.  Child Connect is a private, nonprofit   
501(c) (3) tax exempt organization with a mission to support children and families by developing a quality early   
childhood care and education system.   
 
Child Connect is a partner organization of the Kellogg Family Foundation, Livingston United Way, Community  
Foundation of Flint, Howell Chamber of Commerce, Livingston Promise, and Great Start Livingston. 
 

Become a member of Child Connect for Family Success to: 

1.  Broaden your knowledge:  Staying informed about the trends in early child-
hood education will only help you in the long run and will put you one step ahead 
of the competition! 

2. Take charge of your career:  Take advantage of career resources through    
professional development and free resources. 

3. Build a better resume:  Listing your membership on your resume shows    
alignment with the National CDA Council recommendation and the Great Start to 
Quality system AND is impressive to current or future employers, showing that 
you are dedicated to staying connected in your profession. 

4.  Build your network:  We all know that networking improves overall quality.   
 Making connections is critical, and joining Child Connect will give countless      

opportunities to create professional relationships.  Joining a group allows you to 
have a sense of security and trust. From this, you are able to support and help one 
another in reaching your professional goals. 

 
5. Be a Leader: Professional association with Child Connect will give you an        

opportunity to develop your skills as a leader, and this is important not only for 
your personal growth, but for your growth in the field of early childhood             
education. 

 
6. Become a mentor: Giving back can be the greatest reward and benefit. 

7. Stay Inspired and Stay Motivated! 

Join Child Connect and discover something new TODAY! 

 

 

Child Connect Membership 

http://www.childconnectmi.org/annual-memberships/
http://www.childconnectmi.org/annual-memberships/
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C H I L D  C O N N E C T  F O R  F A M I L Y  S U C C E S S                                           

2018 Child Connect  
Platinum  Members: 

    
Joyce Powers, Board Member 
Janet Joseph, Board Member 
Marian Krippes, Board Member 
Stacy Olesko, Board Member 
Holly Carter, Board Member 
Jennifer Lapa, Advisory Board 
 
Melissa Sell, Director 

IXL, Howell 

 
Cindy Anderson, Director 

Airport Road Childhood Learning 
Center, Waterford 

 
Holly Fowler, Director   

Teddy Bear Playhouse 
 

Lisa Guise, Director 

First Steps Preschool 
 

Julie Aramian, Director 
First Presbyterian Children's  

Center 

 
Jennifer Chambers, Director 

Down on the Farm 
 

Jackie Nanos, Consultant 

Down on the Farm 
 

Lynn Bilski, Director 

Gateway Country Day 
 

Holly Braidwood, Director 
Learn and Grow 

 

Janice Ramirez, Director 
Tot Spot 

 
Holly Simmerson, Director 

Garden Gate Montessori 

 
Rachel Anderson, Director 

Rosebrook Child Care Center 
 

Zina Pettit, Owner & Director 

Group Family Child Care 
 

Linda Manson-Dempsey, Director 
Little Country Kids 

 

 

If you are working with a young child with challenging behavior or 

have a child you are worried about (there seems to be a develop-

mental delay or other special need) FREE services are available to 

you!  Thanks to generous funding from the Michigan 32p Early 

Childhood Block Grant (with the approval of The Great Start      

Livingston Collaborative), our agency is able to provide the Ready, 

Set, Learn! Kindergarten Readiness Program, to parents and child 

care personnel in Livingston County. 

Ready, Set, Learn! provides consultation for families and child care 

professionals caring for children ages birth-4 who are experiencing  

behavioral or emotional challenges that put them at risk for expulsion 

from child care.  Ready, Set, Learn! strives to reduce expulsions,      

improve the quality of child care, and assist families and providers to 

successfully nurture the social and emotional development of infants, 

toddlers, and preschoolers.   

 

Ready, Set, Learn! can help through observation of the child in the 

child care setting, assessment of the child and classroom environment, 

coaching, and providing supports, teaching strategies and educational 

resources for families and providers to learn new ways to interact with 

the child.  Perhaps you need some information on a particular topic.  

The Ready, Set, Learn team can help with that too!  We can talk over 

the phone about your concerns – we are here to listen!  We can       

research information on the topic you are concerned about, and     

suggest resources from our lending library.  We also hold monthly  

support and training meetings for providers and families. 

 

To find out more, or to ask about a child or any concerns, contact 

Child Connect for Family Success 

517-548-9112 

Ready, Set, Learn!  

    
Cindy LaFountane, Director 

Faith Lutheran Church 
 

Paulette Silverson, Group Home 
Provider 

 
Cassie LaButte, Owner 

Roo’s Corner  

 

Congratulations!  
Child Connect’s   
CDA Instructor, Flint 

http://www.ixlkids.com/howell/about-howell
http://www.tbplayhouse.com
http://www.firststepsbrighton.com/
http://www.fpchowell.org/
http://www.fpchowell.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DOTFChildcare/
https://www.facebook.com/LearnGrowDaycare/?rf=1722196177999425
https://www.digitalsignup.com/Home.aspx?SoftwareId=5G6jVMZ2T%2b6kdmhmIZvFBA%3d%3d
arden-gatemontessori.com/site/index.asp
http://rosebrookchildcare.com/
http://www.littlecountrykids.com/
faithgb.org
http://www.mychildcareguide.com/providers/mi/brighton/paulette-silverson/index.php
http://www.mychildcareguide.com/providers/mi/brighton/paulette-silverson/index.php
rooscorner.org

