
Child Connect for Family Success                                           
The  
Connection 
O C T O B E R  2 0 1 7  

Resources 
For Families and  

Early Childhood            

Professionals 

 
Child Connect  

for Family Success 
 

2710 East Grand River 
Suite 6 
Howell, MI 48843 

517-548-9112 or 
800-260-0202 
www.childconnectmi.org 

Inside this issue: 
 
 
Lesson Planning    … 1 
  
The Provider Connection  ...  3 
 
Resounding Resources  … 4 
 
Family Connection     … 5 
 
Professional Development … 6 
 
2017 Platinum Members … 7 
 
 

 
 
Visit our Resource and  
Lending Library  Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 am-
4:00 pm.  You will discover 
FREE useful resources for  
teaching, parenting and activities 
for Quality time with your  
family! 
 
 
Please note:  All Articles are 
used with Permission and/or as 
public domain files. 

It’s all about Quality. 

 

Preschool Lesson Planning Made Simple 
-Jo Ann Cook, CFLE 

 

“How do I make a lesson plan?” is one of the most frequently asked   
questions by students in early childhood professional development. It is an   
important question that requires a concise answer to ensure quality          
programming.  Thoughtfully created lesson plans will ensure children learn 
and have fun while meeting necessary learning benchmarks to prepare them 
for kindergarten.  Lesson plans are created by the teaching team; not by the 
lead teacher alone.  Everyone will want to contribute their ideas in a 
quality classroom.  To simplify planning, we will approach it in a step-by-
step manner.  Be sure to “click” on the hyperlinks for more information. 
 
Step 1 – Choose your curriculum model to follow and become familiar 
with it.  Are you using Creative Curriculum™?  HighScope™? Or other 
research-based model?  What does this have to do with lesson planning?  
Everything.  Before you can plan, it is necessary to know your objectives 
for development and learning.  In other words, you must know what it is that 
you are teaching – your targeted goals for every learning domain.  Quality 
lesson plans are created by intentional teachers. 

Step 2 - Locate or create your class's daily schedule.  Be specific,        
labeling each block of time, beginning with the time your program opens.  
Preschoolers' attention spans are short, so changing the activity regularly is a 
must.  This will ensure that the students are able to focus on the activity at 
hand and meet their learning objective, and it will also help to ward off    
behavioral problems that can result from boredom. Work time/choice time 
should be 60-80 minutes of uninterrupted exploration. Create a written 
schedule for you and your    co-staff and create a visual schedule for the 
children to understand (HighScope™ suggests using consistent symbols. 
Creative Curriculum suggests using photographs of the children in your 
classroom).   Sample of HighScope™ Daily Routine and Sample of Creative     
Curriculum Daily Schedule. 

(continued on Page 2) 

https://gold.teachingstrategies.com/content/GOLD/helpitems/GOLD_Progressions_EN.pdf
http://www.princetonk12.org/Preschool/Preschool%20Key%20Developmental%20Indicators_chart.pdf
http://greatstarttoquality.org/sites/default/files/Great%20Start%20to%20Quality%20-%20Approved%20Screening%2C%20Assessment%2C%20and%20Curriculum.pdf
https://www.teachpreschool.org/2010/07/10/a-brief-look-at-developmental-domains-in-early-childhood-education/
http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/Members_Only_Excerpt_Intentional_Teacher_Rev_Ed.pdf
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Picture-Schedule-Editable-Pre-K-Preschool-1994081?gclid=CjwKCAjwjJjOBRBVEiwAfvnvBHOn5OVNsqTxxgt9O4sC8PFAb8YFOPayJ6f5vwY-DKfnmPDSRNfZNhoCEeQQAvD_BwE
http://www.nj.gov/education/ece/curriculum/schedules/HighScopeDailyRoutine.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/ece/curriculum/schedules/CC5-Daily-%20Schedule-NJ.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/ece/curriculum/schedules/CC5-Daily-%20Schedule-NJ.pdf


Preschool Lesson Planning Made Simple (continued from Page 1) 
 

Step 3 – Create a Lesson Plan Template that aligns with your daily schedule.  For programs using Teaching Strategies 
GOLD online (Creative Curriculum™) or COR online (HighScope™) lesson plan templates are available as an online tool.  
For all others, you can create your own template or utilize the following as a starting point:  Creative Curriculum Template 
or HighScope Template or generic lesson planning templates. 

Step 4 - Begin to fill in activities and lessons.   

 Each activity or lesson should relate or connect to the learning objectives.  The objective should target what you want 
your students to know or be able to do after a lesson plan is implemented.   For example:  Creative Curriculum out-
lines literacy objectives:   Objective 16a states, “Identifies and Names Letters.”  A simple activity for teacher initiated 
small group for objective 16a could be to set out magazines and child-sized scissors.  Show children the letter /S/ and 
invite the children to cut out the letter /S/ from the magazine.  You can extend the activity by bringing out glue sticks 
for children to glue the letters /s/ onto construction paper.  What other letters can you find?  What sound does the     
letter /s/ make?  Can you think of some words that start with the letter /S/?   

 When planning each activity, consider the interests of your current students.  Ask them about what they want to learn 
about, and keep an ongoing list to refer back to for ideas.  Observe the students daily and make a note of what they 
enjoy.  Students of all ages learn best when they are engaged in the activity.  

 Assess your students' skills by observing them daily.  This knowledge will help you plan effective lessons.  Identify 
your students' skill sets in communication, language awareness and reading readiness, number awareness and math 
readiness, gross and fine motor skills, and social and emotional development – then create activities to scaffold their 
learning.   

 Identify students with delays, special needs, or giftedness. These students may require additional support throughout 
the year, or additional effort to tailor lesson plans to their particular needs.  One way to engage children of all ages 
and levels of development is to incorporate open-ended materials into your learning areas.   

 
Step 5 - Gather your materials.  This might include craft supplies, books, props, small group materials (more than enough 
for all), or other items you need for the lesson plan implementation.  When your materials are gathered ahead of time – you 
will be prepared and can focus on the children. 
 
Step 6 – Implement your plan.  Keep an eye on the time, but also don't be afraid to go off script and be flexible.  Some of 
the best learning moments happen when teachers respond to their students' questions and interests, even if it diverts from 
the original plan.  Use transition activities when changing from one activity to another. 

Step 7 – Evaluate your plan.  At the end of the day, be sure to make notes about what worked well and what did not.   
You can use these notes to rewrite, individualize, or even scrap plans depending on how well they worked during imple-
mentation.  
 
Remember that the most developmentally appropriate way for young children to learn is through play. Preschool lessons 
should be fun, engaging, and should involve a variety of senses and skills.  Spend lots of unstructured time outdoors.  While 
these might not seem like "lessons" in the traditional sense of the word, researchers have found that free play shapes      
development of the prefrontal cortex during a critical period of early childhood, which has lifelong implications for      
emotional regulation, planning, and problem solving.  

Build in adult interaction.  Discover a way to spend time with each child either daily or weekly, engaging in a small game 
or one-on-one reading time.  Studies show that adult interaction is crucial for developing confidence and early literacy 
skills.  It also reinforces the student-teacher bond which makes a child feel safer and more secure in school. 

Enjoy your lesson planning!  If you have any questions, you can call Child Connect for Family Success at 517-548-9112 
and we will be glad to assist you with your professional development needs. 
 
Resources for lesson planning: 
 
HighScope Lesson Plans 
Creative Curriculum Lesson Plans 
http://playfullearning.net/2013/03/reggio-activities-for-toddlers/ 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lessons-and-ideas/ 
https://www.education.com/lesson-plans/preschool/ 
http://www.preschool-plan-it.com/ 
http://www.pocketofpreschool.com/2017/08/first-10-days-of-school-lesson-plans.html 
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https://teachingstrategies.com/weekly-planning-form/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5JAyrWvNE8-emhDeTFUN2lKQmc
http://preschoolponderings.blogspot.com/2016/01/make-your-lesson-plans-work-for-you.html
http://heartmindonline.org/resources/scaffolding-10-ways-to-stimulate-learning-through-play
http://www.ncca.ie/en/Practice-Guide/Creating-And-Using-The-Learning-Environment/Resources-for-Sharing/Open-ended-materials.pdf
http://education.yourdictionary.com/for-teachers/what-transition-ideas-can-be-used-between-activities-at-preschool.html
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2014/08/06/336361277/scientists-say-childs-play-helps-build-a-better-brain
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2014/08/06/336361277/scientists-say-childs-play-helps-build-a-better-brain
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2014/08/06/336361277/scientists-say-childs-play-helps-build-a-better-brain
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/briefs/wwb12.pdf
https://secure.highscope.org/ecom/productpage/6905d841-32d4-41c6-81ec-21044a7e39a3?lang=en-US
https://teachingstrategies.com/myteachingstrategies/
http://playfullearning.net/2013/03/reggio-activities-for-toddlers/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lessons-and-ideas/
https://www.education.com/lesson-plans/preschool/
http://www.preschool-plan-it.com/
http://www.pocketofpreschool.com/2017/08/first-10-days-of-school-lesson-plans.html
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LET’S CONNECT! 
 

Child Connect for Family Success is Online: 
 

Our website:  www.childconnectmi.org 
 

Like us on   FACEBOOK 
Follow us on Twitter  

 
 

Register for training online or by 

calling: 517-548-9112 

Register at www.childconnectmi.org or call 
517-548-9112  - Please note the NEW 
TIME!  2 FREE hours of training! 

 
Learn why it is important to be intentional 

about teaching social emotional skills to 

young children.  

 

Several teaching strategies will be discussed: 

how to instill friendship skills, sharing skills, 

helpfulness, impulse control, recognition of 

feelings and problem solving skills. You will 

go home with ideas and activities to use with 

your preschool children. 

www.childconnectmi.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Child-Connect-for-Family-Success/171157779588665?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/ChildCFS
https://twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/
http://www.childconnectmi.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Child-Connect-for-Family-Success/171157779588665?fref=ts
http://www.childconnectmi.org/
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Need a take-home treat for your harvest 
party?  Make spooky s’mores!  Place 2 
graham crackers, a snack size Hershey 
bar, and a silly marshmallow in a treat 
bag with a colorful bow! 

October is fire safety month!    Check out free online resources at: 
http://www.abcteach.com/directory/seasonalmonths/10_october/fire_safety_month/  

Tickle your outdoor  
imagination here: 

 

fairyhouses.com 
natureworks.org 
childrenandnature.org 
richardlouv.com 
childrennatureandyou.org 
naturenet.com 
nat-

uralearning.org 
 

This delightful picture book  by Pat 
Thomas explores questions and     
concerns about divorce and family 
break-ups in a simple and reassuring 
way.  

This story by Leo Buscaglia is a 
warm, wonderfully wise and  
strikingly simple story about a 
leaf named Freddie. How Freddie 
and his companion leaves change 
with the passing seasons, finally 
falling to the ground with winter's 
snow, is an inspiring allegory 
illustrating the delicate balance 
between life and death.  

Child Connect for Family Success is happy to announce that we have 
many NEW Learning Kits to share with you!  Come in and Check 
them out! 

   Resounding Resources 

http://www.abcteach.com/directory/seasonalmonths/10_october/fire_safety_month/
https://www.fairyhouses.com/
http://www.natureworkseverywhere.org
http://www.childrenandnature.org/
http://richardlouv.com/
http://www.childrennatureandyou.org/
http://www.childrennatureandyou.org/
http://www.naturenet.org/
https://naturallearning.org/
https://naturallearning.org/
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Ideas for Celebrating Hispanic Heritage with your Children  
Condensed from Scholastic 

 

Hispanic Heritage Month, September 15 to October 15, offers us the        

opportunity to recognize the contributions of Hispanic Americans to  

U.S. culture. 
 

Hispanic Heritage Month celebrates the cultures and traditions of those who can trace 
their roots to Spain, Mexico, and the Spanish-speaking countries of Central America, 
South America, and the Caribbean. September 15 is the anniversary of the independ-
ence of five Latin American countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
and Nicaragua. Mexico celebrates its independence on September 16 and Chile follows 
suit on September 18. Here are some fun ideas to enjoy together: 

 
Make maracas, percussion instruments that are native to Cuba, Puerto Rico, and Venezuela. 
Decorate paper bags with paint, fill them with dried rice, and fasten with a rubber band. Finally, 
make some music! 
 
Study Hispanic artists, such as Diego Rivera, Salvador Dalí-, Pablo Picasso, and Frida Kahlo.  
Get out the paints and create your own Picasso! 
 
Decorate with chile ristras. Brought to the Southwest from Mexico by Spanish settlers, chile    
ristras are strings of colored peppers that are tied and hung together. Using gloves, string the 
chiles together in  bunches of three with rope or ribbon, and then hang! 
 
Hold a celebration in honor of Latino literature. Visit the American Library Association's page for 
more information about Día. Showcase Spanish- and English-language books with Latino     
characters such as Abuela by Arthur Dorros, Too Many Tamales by Gary Soto, and Family     
Pictures by Carmen Lomas Garza. 
 
Paint a brightly colored piñata. For directions, visit The Spruce. Then to celebrate the end of   
Hispanic Heritage Month, fill it up with sweet treats or special prizes and let the breaking of 
the piñata begin! 
 
Make a Puerto Rican instrument called a guiro. Instead of using a gourd, remove the label of a  
16 oz. water bottle with ridges. Paint and let dry. To play, have students scrape a stick or pencil 
up and down the bottle. 
 
Create traditional Ponce carnival masks. For directions, visit  the Smithsonian National Museum 
of American History website.  
 
Build Afro-Cuban bongos. Fasten together two empty, circular containers of different sizes with a 
lightweight block of wood. Paint sides of the containers in various designs and let dry. Then host 
a drum circle instead of a typical morning meeting. 
 
Read Hispanic poetry. Try the poems of Francisco X. Alarcón, such as “My Mother’s Hands” 
from Angels Ride Bikes and “Keys to the Universe” in From the Bellybutton of the Moon.  Both 
poems emphasize the importance of learning from other cultures. 
 
Throw your own Dominican Day Parade! Celebrate the 1863 restoration of the Dominican       
Republic’s independence from Spain with a procession through the hallways. Make colorful    
instruments, wave flags, and cheer “República Dominicana!” 
 
Gather a heritage garden harvest:  such as corn, beans, squash, and peppers. Then, host a party 
and invite other classes to taste-test what you have prepared.  What better way to celebrate 
the end of Hispanic Heritage month than with a feast!  

For more ideas—
”click” on the   
picture below 

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/month-ideas-celebrating-hispanic-heritage/
http://dia.ala.org/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/books/abuela-by-arthur-dorros/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/books/too-many-tamales-by-gary-soto/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/books/family-pictures-by-carmen-lomas-garza/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/books/family-pictures-by-carmen-lomas-garza/
https://www.thespruce.com/how-to-make-a-pinata-1252616
http://amhistory.si.edu/ourstory/activities/puerto/
http://amhistory.si.edu/ourstory/activities/puerto/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/books/from-the-bellybutton-of-the-moon--del-ombligo-de-la-luna-by-fra/
https://www.pinterest.com/mrsayala/hispanic-heritage-month/?lp=true
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The Child Connect 2017-18 Training Calendar has been        
updated for your use in planning your professional develop-
ment check it out here: 

 
 

2017-18 
Professional Development Calendar 

Register for the 2017 Regional  

Early Childhood Conference online:   

 
REGISTER HERE 

VIEW CONFERENCE BROCHURE HERE 

http://www.childconnectmi.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/2017-18-PD-calendar-1-2.pdf
http://www.childconnectmi.org/community-sharing-for-healthy-caring/
http://www.childconnectmi.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/2017-CSHC-Conference.pdf
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C H I L D  C O N N E C T  F O R  F A M I L Y  S U C C E S S                                            

2017 Child Connect  
Platinum  Members: 

    
Joyce Powers, Board Member 
Janet Joseph, Board Member 
Marian Krippes, Board Member 
 
Jennifer Lapa, Board Chair and 
Director 

Little Howellers 
 

Jamie Miller, Director 

IXL, Hamburg 
 

Melissa Sell, Director 
IXL, Howell 

 

Kristen Zarycki, Director 
IXL, South Lyon 

 
Cathy Hengesbaugh, Director 

Parker’s Place Preschool 

HS School Freshman Campus 
 

Cindy Anderson, Director 
Airport Road Childhood Learning 
Center, Waterford 
 

Linda Byrd, Director 

ASA Higher Learning Prep, Detroit 
 

Holly Fowler, Director   
Teddy Bear Playhouse 

 

Julie Picano, Director 
For Kid’s Sake Early Learning 

 
Lisa Guise, Director 

First Steps Preschool 

 
Julie Aramian, Director 

First Presbyterian Children's  
Center 

 

Amanda Miller, Director 
Howell Early Learning Center 

 

Amanda Beckman, Director 
Little Glad Center 

 
Holly Braidwood, Director 

Learn and Grow 

 
Janice Ramirez, Director 

Tot Spot 

 

 

If you are working with a young child with challenging behavior or 

have a child you are worried about (there seems to be a develop-

mental delay or other special need) FREE services are available to 

you!  Thanks to generous funding from the Michigan 32p Early 

Childhood Block Grant (with the approval of The Great Start      

Livingston Collaborative), our agency is able to provide the Ready, 

Set, Learn! Kindergarten Readiness Program, to parents and child 

care personnel in Livingston County. 

Ready, Set, Learn! provides consultation for families and child care 

professionals caring for children ages birth-4 who are experiencing  

behavioral or emotional challenges that put them at risk for expulsion 

from child care.  Ready, Set, Learn! strives to reduce expulsions,      

improve the quality of child care, and assist families and providers to 

successfully nurture the social and emotional development of infants, 

toddlers, and preschoolers.   

 

Ready, Set, Learn! can help through observation of the child in the 

child care setting, assessment of the child and classroom environment, 

coaching, and providing supports, teaching strategies and educational 

resources for families and providers to learn new ways to interact with 

the child.  Perhaps you need some information on a particular topic.  

The Ready, Set, Learn team can help with that too!  We can talk over 

the phone about your concerns – we are here to listen!  We can       

research information on the topic you are concerned about, and     

suggest resources from our lending library.  We also hold monthly  

support and training meetings for providers and families. 

 

To find out more, or to ask about a child or any concerns, contact 

Child Connect for Family Success 

517-548-9112 

Ready, Set, Learn!  

    
Holly Simmerson, Director 

Garden Gate Montessori 
 

Rachel Anderson, Director 
Rosebrook Child Care Center 

 

Zina Pettit, Owner & Director 
Group Family Child Care 

 

Linda Manson-Dempsey, Director 
Little Country Kids 

“Right click” on picture above to 
open Hyperlink for  
Sensory Play ideas! 

http://www.howellschools.com/departments.cfm?subpage=822189
http://www.ixlkids.com/hamburg/about-hamburg
http://www.ixlkids.com/howell/about-howell
http://www.ixlkids.com/south-lyon/about-south-lyon
http://www.howellschools.com/files/news/Preschool%20Brochure.pdf
http://www.tbplayhouse.com
http://www.forkidssakeelc.com/
http://www.firststepsbrighton.com/
http://www.fpchowell.org/
http://www.fpchowell.org/
http://www.howellelc.com/
http://www.fowlervilleschools.org/schools.cfm?subpage=269101
https://www.facebook.com/LearnGrowDaycare/?rf=1722196177999425
https://www.digitalsignup.com/Home.aspx?SoftwareId=5G6jVMZ2T%2b6kdmhmIZvFBA%3d%3d
arden-gatemontessori.com/site/index.asp
http://rosebrookchildcare.com/
http://www.littlecountrykids.com/
http://kidsactivitiesblog.com/19021/fall-activities-for-kids

