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Visit our Resource and  
Lending Library  Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 
am—4:00 pm.  You will 
discover FREE useful re-
sources for teaching, par-
enting and activities for 
Quality time with your 
families! 

New Year’s Eve celebrations are often adult-only events, but kids get excited about the big night 

as well.  Since babysitters are scarce and restaurant prices are high on December 31, it makes 

more sense to celebrate with the kids. Many communities now host family-friendly First Night 

celebrations with fireworks, music and games, but you can also have lots of fun staying home. 

Whether you decide to host a neighborhood party or just cozy up with your family, make it a New 

Year’s Eve to remember with these tips for a kid-friendly celebration. 

Ring in the Noon Year 

Many children cannot stay up until midnight, so count down until the noon year.  Bring out the 

noisemakers, pour a sparkling apple cider toast, and count down to the stroke of 12 p.m. on De-

cember 31. If you have several young children over to celebrate, they can make posterboard 

numbers (10-9-8-7-6…) to hold up as you count down the seconds. 

Travel the Time Zones 

It’s always midnight somewhere in the world, so set clocks around the house to ring in the New 

Year in other time zones. Research New Year’s customs around the globe (in Spain they begin 

the New Year by eating twelve grapes, in Japan they laugh in the New Year) and celebrate ac-

cordingly (while still getting the kids to sleep at a decent hour). 

Bring on the Noise 

Preparing for the party is half the fun, so get kids involved in making festive decorations. They 

can create their own noisemakers by filling plastic water bottles with rice or lentils and covering 

the bottles with colored paper, glitter and other decorations. (continued on page 2)  
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New Year’s Eve… Family Style (continued from Page 1) 

Hats Off 

It would not be New Year’s Eve without silly hats, so gather supplies for making them. Raid the recycling bin 

for newspaper, leftover wrapping paper, ribbons, cardboard, paper plates and other materials. Award a prize 

for the silliest, the most creative, the prettiest, etc. 

Clock ‘Em 

Plan a series of games around the Father Time theme. For example, in Hide the Clock adults conceal a ticking 

clock somewhere in the room, then call the kids in to find it. Bonus points go to the team that locates the clock 

before the alarm goes off! 

Resolution Tree 

Putting away the holiday decorations can be one of the saddest parts of the season for young children (and 

adults) who can’t bear to wait another year for the fun to begin again. 

Turn the chore into a party by transforming the Christmas tree into a Resolution Tree. Enlist the kids’ help to 

pack away the decorations and then help them write resolutions on small note cards. Suggest family goals like 

eating healthy, exercising more and arguing less. Leave the lights on the tree and tie the note cards on the 

branches with bits of blue ribbon to usher in the New Year. 

Thanks for the Memories 

Spend the evening creating a family time capsule with mementoes of special events. Pack a shoebox or emp-

ty tennis ball canister with keepsakes like photographs, blue ribbons, drawings and written memories of the 

top ten moments of the year. You can also capture the memories in a family scrapbook. 

Slumber Party! 

Since many youngsters resist the urge to get to bed before midnight but still need to doze, set up a family 

campout in the living room. Pillows, sleeping bags, stuffed animals, a few good DVDs and each other’s com-

pany will make the night a winner. 

Drop the Ball 

If you cannot make it to Times Square, have the kids craft their own ball to drop at midnight. Buy a large 

Styrofoam ball at the craft store as well as straight pins or craft glue and multicolor sequins. Push a chenille or 

pipe cleaner stem into the center of the ball and decorate the ball, using the pins to attach the sequins 

(younger children can use craft glue). Tie a long piece of ribbon to the chenille stem and attach the ball to the 

ceiling; cut the ribbon at the stroke of 12. 

You can engineer a different kind of ball drop by hanging a paper tablecloth from the ceiling with duct or mask-

ing tape. Fill it with balloons and pull it down at midnight for a festive celebration. 
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 2015 
Child Connect Platinum  

Members: 
    
Julie Aramian, Director 
First Presbyterian Children’s 
Center 
 
Kristin Zarycki, Director 
IXL Learning Center, South 
Lyon 
 
Melissa Sell, Director 
IXL Learning Center, Howell 
 
Jennifer Lapa, Director 
Little Howeller’s 
 
Courtney Buchanan, Director 
IXL Learning Center, Hamburg 
 
Jodie Hutcheson, Director 
Creative Kids Learning Center  
 
Sue Cherry, Director 
Maple Tree Montessori 
 
Jo Anne Hatto, Board Member 

Resounding Resources 

Hurry in to Child Connect for Family Success and  
reserve our mini-dentist office for your make       
believe center.  You can check it out for one week 
along with our dentist dress-up kit!  It is a great way 
to  encourage dental health with your toddlers and   
preschool children! 

Child Connect invites you to come into 
our Resource Library located conveniently 
at 2710 E. Grand River (in the Tenpenny 
Furniture Complex) in Howell, to enjoy our 
wall of back-back learning kits for   chil-
dren (birth-6 years of age).   
 
There are so many kits to choose from—
AND best of all you can check these out for 
FREE!   
 
Child Connect is open from 8:00 am—4:00 
pm and evening appointments are also 
available upon request.  We look forward to 
seeing you! 

We have amazing learning 
kits for your to use with 
your children!  Come in 
and check them out! 



 
 

Attention Program Directors!! 

As you ae aware, the combination of inadequate training, low wages, and a high 
turnover of child care workers contributes to low child care quality with negative  
developmental outcomes for children.  The dilemma of many child care centers is 
the lack of child care workers with adequate training necessary to perform their jobs 
effectively.  For quality assurance, comprehensive employee orientation programs 
need to be implemented for new employee education.   

Child Connect is NOW presenting a comprehensive, convenient, and cost effective 
child care in-service orientation program entitled, 30/30/30 Quality Childcare Staff 
Orientation.  The orientation program consists of 30 learning modules, each taught 
in 30 minutes, during the first 30 consecutive days of employment.  Learning mod-
ules would to be taught on site by the program director and/or supervisor during the 
course of the normal working day.  The availability of a pre-designed, quality orien-
tation program could reduce or eliminate many of the training frustrations faced by 
child care programs. 

Begin 2016 by networking with other program directors on January 25, from       
1:00 pm—3:00 pm at Child Connect for Family Success.  See first hand how the 
NEW Staff Orientation called 30/30/30 can transform the way you welcome new 
hires into your program.  Call 517-548-9112 to register TODAY! 
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TIME TO RENEW YOUR PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP 
 

Membership to Child Connect for Family Success is open to the public:  parents, educators, health and human services 
representatives, businesses, community organizations, early childhood care and education personnel and anyone who cares 
for and about children and families.  Yearly membership begins January 1—December 31. 
 
Membership fees support Child Connect services.  Child Connect is funded through private and public contracts, founda-
tion grants, corporate and individual donations and membership fees.  Child Connect is a private, nonprofit 501(c) (3) tax 
exempt organization with a mission to support children and families by developing a quality early childhood care and   
education system.   
 
Child Connect is a partner organization of Livingston United Way, a member of the National Association of Child area 

Resource and Referral Agencies, Howell Chamber of Commerce, Livingston Promise, Great Start Livingston and the   

Genesee Great Start Collaborative.   

Become a member of Child Connect for Family Success to: 

1. Broaden your knowledge:  Staying informed about the trends in 
early childhood education will only help you in the long run and will put 
you one step ahead of the competition! 

2. Take charge of your career:  Take advantage of career resources 
through professional development and free resources. 

3. Build a better resume: Listing your membership on your resume 
shows alignment with the National CDA Council recommendation and 
the Great Start to Quality system AND is impressive to current or future 
employers, showing that you are dedicated to staying connected in your 
profession. 

4. Enhance your network: We all know that networking is to quality.  
Making connections is critical, and joining Child Connect will give 
countless opportunities to create professional relationships.  Joining a 
group allows you to have a sense of security and trust. From this, you 
are able to support and help one another in reaching your professional 
goals. 

5. Be a Leader: Professional association with Child Connect will give 
you an opportunity to develop your skills as a leader, and this is          
important not only for your personal growth, but for your growth in the 
field of early childhood education. 

6. Become a mentor: Giving back can be the greatest reward and 
benefit. 

7. Stay Inspired and Stay Motivated: Learn to love what you do! 
You may not even know that you love something, but it’s important to 
be proactive about things you discover on the journey.  

Join Child Connect and discover something new TODAY!   
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The Genesee County CDA  
Program is full for 2015-16 

Program renewal will 
Be announced in the  

Spring of 2016 


