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International Story-telling Week! 
 
 
Once upon a time!  January 31st—February 7th) will mark International Storytelling Week. And it is 
storytelling,  not story reading which will be happening at events  all week. Storytelling is theatre in 
miniature. It requires eye contact, gesture and imaginative use of the voice. But it’s very portable 
and needs no props – although some professional storytellers use a few basic ones such as hats. 
 
You can do it anywhere. For example, a few years ago when my two children were quite young, 
we were in a family-style restaurant, tired and hungry at the end of a long day’s drive. Seated at the 
end of one of the table our kids were getting restive as they waited for their food. We had no books 
or resources so, as I often did, I started to tell them a story. After a few minutes I became aware 
that the crowded noisy restaurant was gradually getting quieter. Then there was silence except for 
me and my story. Every child and every adult in the immediate vicinity – was listening. It was an 
extraordinary moment which taught me a great deal about the power of storytelling and about the 
cadence and rhythms of storytelling that can so effortlessly transcend the barriers age and time. 
 
Every child, and indeed every adult, needs the joy of listening to stories. Why else do people tell 
each other jokes and anecdotes so compulsively? And stand-up comedy is really only a version of 
storytelling. Effective teachers tell stories to enliven their lessons and illustrate the points they are 
trying to teach. And, typically it’s the story the student will remember long after the serious point is 
forgotten. Parents, grandparents and great grandparents tell stories too and children love to hear 
family tales from long ago or the naughty things that their parents did to annoy their own parents. 
Or it can be something life changing and important such as my children’s own grandfather’s being 
wounded in World War II and brought home minus a leg.  
 
‘In the beginning was the word, and the man who gathered the words spoke and lifted life through 
parable, fable, saga, tale and story – each an experience, one way or another.’ Storytelling can be 
found enriching lives everywhere: from child care programs to schools, from bereavement aids in 
hospitals to strengthening communication in the business sphere, from  support groups for those 
with special needs, and in theatrical performances. The sharing between teller and listener empow-
ers, feeding the imagination from one generation to the next. 
 
Happy storytelling!  Remember to visit our Resource center and discover how we can help you 
with your storytelling adventures. —Selected 
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 February— Its all about Children Feeling Loved! 

The supreme happiness in life is the conviction that we are loved. —Victor Hugo 

 
Certainly you care about your children. That’s why you’re reading this. And, like most parents, you probably make 
many sacrifices to feed, clothe, and educate your children. You may brag about them to anyone who will listen. Per-
haps you even carry their pictures around to show off to your friends.  
 
Yes, with few exceptions, all parents love their children. Yet not all children feel loved. Even when their par-
ents love them, some children think that no matter what they do, they’re not wanted. Others learn that their 
parents care about them only when they behave in certain ways. Clearly, being loved is not the same as feeling 
loved. It isn’t enough to know you love your children. You have to be sure they know it, too. You have to show 
them you love them just the way they are, just because they are. Loving your children, then, is largely a matter 
of getting the message across. 

Hidden messages 
With children, it’s often the little things that count. You may have scrimped and saved to buy a bigger and bet-
ter home. But young children don’t know that such acts express your love for them. Instead, simple, everyday 
events tell young children whether or not you value them. Your presence, a smile, a gentle touch, and a kind 
word spell “I love you” to a child. In the same way, day-to-day happenings can tell children they are not valued 
very highly. Unintentionally, your words and actions can convey to children that you don’t care. Think about 
how some of the things you say and do might look from a child’s point of view: Do you . . .  
 

 Tend to feed, clothe, and bathe your baby hurriedly, never taking advantage of this time to touch, talk, 
and play with her?  

 Show your affection for your child only when he does something that pleases you?  
 
If you’re always in a hurry, your children may be learning not that you are busy, but that they are not impor-
tant. If you express your love only under certain conditions, your children may be learning that you love them if 
they obey or if they don’t wet the bed or if they don’t make any mistakes. And if children receive many such 
messages, they may begin to think that you’re not very glad to have them. 

Successful signals  

Children who feel unloved act very differently from those who feel loved. They spend lots of time trying to reassure 
themselves and other people of their worth. They are cautious about trying new things, for failure hurts them deeply. 
Children who know they are loved, on the other hand, don’t have to waste time proving their worth. They 
aren’t afraid to try out their wings. They know that even if they fall, they can still count on your love and re-
spect. To be sure your children feel secure about your love for them:  

 

 Look at what your words and actions may be telling your children about themselves. 

 Find ways to show your children that, no matter what, you love them. 
 

This doesn’t mean that if you ever get angry or frustrated with your children they are ruined forever. Children 
don’t need perfect parents. Ordinary people will do. If the overall climate you create is one of love and re-
spect, your children will learn they are valued: just the way they are, just because they are, no ifs, ands, or 
buts.  

Love letters 

 

Few things will be more important in deciding your children’s future than their sense of self-worth. How they 
feel about themselves will affect who they choose as friends, how they get along with others, and how well 
they make use of their abilities; in other words, all aspects of their lives. The strategies described below can 
strengthen your children’s self-worth by letting them know you love and value them.  
 
Pay attention to your children. Take time to talk to them, listen to them, and show interest in their activ-
ities. Try to find times when you aren’t hurried or tense and can focus just on them.  

Express your affection often through physical contact. With babies, this means holding and cuddling. As chil-
dren get older, you can offer hugs, kisses, caresses, an arm over the shoulder, or a pat on the back. Sometimes 
the right words are hard to find, but a gentle hug says it all.  
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LET’S CONNECT! 

Child Connect for Family Success is Online: 

Our website:  www.childconnectmi.org 
 

Like us on   FACEBOOK 
 

Follow us on Twitter  
 

Chance to win $1,000!  Just log on to:  www.psocial.co/childconnect  

First Aid and CPR Classes! 
For Parents, Early Childhood Personnel and the Public! 

 

CPR and First Aid Renewal in Livingston County 

February 26—6:00—9:00 pm 

CPR and First Aid (Full) in Livingston County 

February 28—8:00 am-1:00 pm 

CPR Renewal ONLY in Livingston County 

 February 28—1:00—3:00 pm 

CPR and First Aid Renewal in Genesee County 

February 17—6:00—9:00 pm 

CPR Renewal ONLY in Genesee County 

February 7—1:00—3:00  pm 

Full CPR and First Aid in Genesee County 

February 7—8:00 am—1:00 pm 

 

PLEASE BRING YOUR OLD CPR CARD WITH YOU TO CLASS 

Call 517-548-9112 to REGISTER  

February … (continued from page 2) 

Treat your children with the same respect you show adults. Too often we reserve one set of manners for 
adults and another for children We may embarrass our children by scolding or criticizing them in front of others. 
Or we may get so involved in a conversation we forget their presence. Children are no less sensitive than adults 
and deserve the same kind of respect.  

 

Tell your children from time to time they are appreciated. Don’t wait until they get good grades, or limit 
your praise to their good looks or manners. Let them know you enjoy them and think they are great all the time.  

 

Respond to your children with patience and understanding. When children spill their milk for the third time 
in a row, or hit their siblings over the head with a toy shovel, it’s easy to treat them as criminals. Try, though, 
to see your child as someone who needs your help in controlling . his or her body and emotions.  

 

Respect children’s feelings and abilities. Because of their size, we sometimes forget that children are people, 
too. They have a right to privacy and to feelings of their own. We may have to remind ourselves not to carry 
children when they can get there on their own steam or to speak for them when they can do this for themselves.  
 

www.childconnectmi.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Child-Connect-for-Family-Success/171157779588665?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/ChildCFS
https://twitter.com/
http://www.psocial.co/childconnect
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Child-Connect-for-Family-Success/171157779588665?fref=ts
http://www.childconnectmi.org/
https://twitter.com/
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Books to √ Out! 

For teachers, counselors and parents, this comprehensive new resource is filled with up-

to-date information and practical strategies to help kids 

with attention deficits learn to control and change their 

own behaviors and build the academic, social, and per-

sonal skills necessary for success in school and in life. 

The Kit first explains ADD/ADHD behavior, its biological 

bases and basic characteristics and describes procedures 

used for diagnosis and various treatment options. It then 

details a proven set of training exercises and programs 

in which teachers, counselors and parents work together 

to monitor and manage the child's behavior to achieve 

the desired     results. 

Parents say:   “If you have a child with ADD, read this book NOW!! How do you 

teach a child that cannot sit still to save her life? How do you teach a 

child to concentrate? How do you reach a child whose brain is so dis-

organized she can't remember what you've just said to her? This 

book actually gives you the answers. Dr. Flick actually tells us HOW 

TO REACH (and teach!) children. The book contains surveys, check-

lists, charts, and worksheets to help us help ourselves. This book is 

the "meat in the sandwich". I highly recommend it!!” 

Our distance learning will give you a new understanding about the im-

portance of music and movement in early childhood.  This learning experi-

ence is for child care providers, parents, foster parents and grandparents.  

If you want to improve your child’s developmental outcomes, this class is 

for you! 

Call 517-548-9112 to 

Register TODAY! 
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     C h i l d  C o n n e c t  f o r  F a m i l y  S u c c e s s  

2014 

Child Connect Platinum  

Members: 

    

First Presbyterian Child Care 
(Julie Aramian, Director) 

 

Little Glads Child Care Center 
(Beverly Farmer, Director) 

 
IXL Howell 

(Melissa Sell, Director) 

 
IXL Hamburg 

(Jamie Miller, Director) 
 

IXL South Lyon 

(Kristen Zarycki, Director) 
 

Janet Joseph 
(Community Partner) 

 

Maple Tree Montessori 
(Sue Cherry, Director) 

 
Lil’ Peanuts Family Child Care 

(Laura Hayes, Owner/Director) 
 

Creative Kids Learning Center 

(Jodie Hutcheson, Director) 

 Resounding Resources 

Hurry in to Child Connect for 
Family Success and reserve our 
mini-dentist office for your make 
believe center.  You can check it 
out for one week along with our 
dentist dress-up kit!  It is a 
great way to promote dental 
health with your toddlers and      
preschool children! 

It's one of those days in Ms. Mya's classroom, 

when things just aren't clicking: Jamilla is jump-

ing. Ruth is running. And Reese is roaring like a 

great big lion for no reason at all. But Ms. Mya 

knows what to do. She gathers up the children, 

and together they begin a conversation about 

expectations. "An expectation is something we 

can rely on, something we know is going to 

happen," says Ms. Mya. When adults guide 

children in a positive, proactive way by supply-

ing them with clear expectations of what to do, 

when to do it, and how to behave, children 

learn to focus, direct their attention, manage 

their emotions, and regulate their behavior. A 

charming story coupled with equally as charm-

ing illustrations, When You Just Have to 

Roar! helps children and the adults who care for 

them make every day its best.  

Check 

it out! 

This wooden-handled tool allows       

children to identify and express their 

feelings. Look in the acrylic mirrored 

side to see and discuss the facial        

expression (and explore others) and use 

the write-&-wipe side to draw feeling 

faces. Includes marker. You will find 

these tools in our Resource Library!  

Come in and discover all of our FREE 

resources. 
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